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A new year is upon us, and with it comes change.  Our Chairman for the last 
two years, Bill Wastell, has stood down, as has out Secretary Ray Hussey.  For 
the past two years they have served the club well and their efforts are 
appreciated, especially by the other members of the committee.  Ray had been
secretary since 2013 but has not been able to be with us for the past month or 
so due to having had hospital treatment followed by a period of recuperation.

And now you have a new face at the helm although that is perhaps
not quite the right phrase for a man who has been a member of the
club since 1994.  With that in mind it seemed appropriate to offer a
few notes about the Officers, mainly for those new to the club but
also as a reminder for those who have been around for years.
Graham Daniels has served with great success as Outings
Organiser for the past several years, and was Vice Chairman in
2016.  Now the hour has come and he has risen to the dizzy heights of 
Chairman.  We wish him every success in his two years of office.

With Graham having succeeded Bill it was obvious that we needed
a new Vice Chairman, and as so often happens no-one was keen to
volunteer. In the end Ted Webb stepped forward, only to
subsequently be advised by Graham that the only reason for him
now being chairman was that he too stepped forward when no-one
else would put themselves forward as Vice Chairman two years ago.
Ted joined the Campus Club in January 2012 and was soon co-opted
to redesign the web site.  He also looks after the general mailing to members, 
and for reasons he still can't fathom he offered to take on the role of Chronicle 
Editor.

The fact that we had lost not only the chairman but also the
secretary meant that someone else would have to step forward.
Thankfully Philip Fotheringham grasped the nettle and is settling in
nicely.  Philip also joined in January 2012 and has served as Speaker
Secretary for the past two years.  The quality of the speakers has
been a tribute to his success in the role.

These changes have focussed us on the shortage of younger members on the 
committee.  It is bad enough that no-one has been prepared to come forward 
to fill the Speaker Secretary and Assistant Outings organiser, but it is also a 
concern that by the end of February both the Chairman and vice-chairman will 
be in their 80s and the average age of the committee will be around 76.  Where
are the younger people who will take us forward in the years to come?
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A couple of thoughts from the AGM.  First of all a remionder that the committee had 
decided to continue to subsidise the lunches; we are paying Homestead Court more than 
you are being charged but we felt that for the time being we could afford to continue the 
subsidy that was introduced last year, albeit at a slightly higher level, and moreover it 
would make it more convenient to have a round figure rather than having the lunch 
secretary having to sort out lots of £1 coins. The vote on lunch seating arrangements was 
close, but we hope that for a while we have managed to put the matter to bed and that the 
losers will accept the majority vote, but that those who opted for the “free for all” system 
will occasionally welcome new members to their groups.

Our new Outings Organiser Gus Edwards, having shadowed Graham for a while, has 
come up with three outings for the first half on the season.  Members will already have 
been briefed about the 9th March outing “UNDER THE BEARSKINS WITH THE IMPERIAL 
WAR MUSEUM”.  To follow that he is in the process of organising a theatre trip, detailsof 
which will be announced shortly..  This will be a new venture for the Campus Club and we 
hope that it will be well supported and be a success.  The in July Gus is looking into a trip 
to Bedford and Kathy Brown's Garden. Those who have been before speak very highly of 
it.

A final thought. No  matter how kind you are, German children are kinder.

ERW, January 2017


